
Bluebonnet Reading Language Arts – 
Grade 2 

Instructional Plan / Course Syllabus 

Course Description 

Second Grade Reading using the Bluebonnet Reading Language Arts Curriculum develops 
students’ reading comprehension, vocabulary, and knowledge through literature and 
informational texts. Students will read stories, myths, historical texts, and science selections 
while building understanding through discussion, writing, and collaborative learning. Instruction 
aligns with the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for Grade 2 English 
Language Arts and Reading. 

 

Curriculum Units and Instructional 
Overview 

Unit 1: Fairy Tales and Tall Tales 
Focus: Students explore traditional fairy tales and American tall tales while identifying story 
structure and theme. 

TEKS: 2.6A, 2.6C, 2.7D, 2.8A, 2.9A 

Learning Objectives 

●​ Identify characters, setting, and plot. 
●​ Retell important events in sequence. 
●​ Recognize lessons or themes in stories. 

Instructional Activities 

●​ Teacher read-alouds 
●​ Story element graphic organizers 
●​ Character comparisons 



●​ Writing alternate story endings 

 

Unit 2: Ancient Greeks – Life, Tradition, and Government 
Focus: Students learn about the geography, culture, and government of Ancient Greece. 

TEKS: 2.6E, 2.9D, 2.10A, 2.13A 

Learning Objectives 

●​ Describe aspects of daily life in Ancient Greece. 
●​ Explain early democratic ideas. 
●​ Identify cultural traditions and beliefs. 

Instructional Activities 

●​ Informational text reading 
●​ Map exploration 
●​ Class discussions on early democracy 
●​ Written reflections 

 

Unit 3: Stories of the Ancient Greeks 
Focus: Students read myths and legends from Ancient Greek culture. 

TEKS: 2.6C, 2.7A, 2.8A, 2.9B 

Learning Objectives 

●​ Identify elements of myths. 
●​ Describe characters such as gods and heroes. 
●​ Explain the lessons myths teach. 

Instructional Activities 

●​ Myth read-alouds 
●​ Character analysis 
●​ Story retelling 
●​ Comparing myths to modern stories 

 



Unit 4: The War of 1812 
Focus: Students learn about major events and people involved in the War of 1812. 

TEKS: 2.6F, 2.9D, 2.10A, 2.13C 

Learning Objectives 

●​ Identify important events and figures. 
●​ Explain causes and outcomes of the war. 
●​ Summarize historical information. 

Instructional Activities 

●​ Historical narratives 
●​ Timeline creation 
●​ Map activities 
●​ Written summaries 

 

Unit 5: Cycles of Nature – Clouds to Raindrops 
Focus: Students learn about the water cycle and other natural processes. 

TEKS: 2.6E, 2.9D, 2.10A, 2.13A 

Learning Objectives 

●​ Explain stages of the water cycle. 
●​ Identify examples of natural cycles. 
●​ Describe how weather impacts the environment. 

Instructional Activities 

●​ Water cycle diagrams 
●​ Informational text reading 
●​ Weather observations 
●​ Explanatory writing 

 

Unit 6: Insects – All Around 
Focus: Students explore insects and their role in ecosystems. 



TEKS: 2.6F, 2.9D, 2.10A, 2.13B 

Learning Objectives 

●​ Identify characteristics of insects. 
●​ Explain insect life cycles. 
●​ Describe how insects interact with plants and animals. 

Instructional Activities 

●​ Insect classification charts 
●​ Informational reading 
●​ Diagram labeling 
●​ Observation activities 

 

Unit 7: The U.S. Civil War 
Focus: Students examine major events and individuals from the Civil War. 

TEKS: 2.6F, 2.9D, 2.10A, 2.13C 

Learning Objectives 

●​ Explain causes and key events of the Civil War. 
●​ Identify important historical figures. 
●​ Summarize historical information. 

Instructional Activities 

●​ Historical reading passages 
●​ Timeline construction 
●​ Map analysis 
●​ Written responses 

 

Unit 8: The Human Body – Building Blocks and Nutrition 
Focus: Students learn about body systems and healthy habits. 

TEKS: 2.6E, 2.9D, 2.10A, 2.13A 

Learning Objectives 



●​ Identify basic body systems. 
●​ Explain the importance of nutrition. 
●​ Describe healthy habits. 

Instructional Activities 

●​ Body system diagrams 
●​ Informational reading 
●​ Nutrition activities 
●​ Health writing tasks 

 

Unit 9: Land of Opportunity 
Focus: Students explore immigration and opportunities in the United States. 

TEKS: 2.6E, 2.6F, 2.10A, 2.13C 

Learning Objectives 

●​ Understand reasons people immigrate. 
●​ Identify opportunities and challenges immigrants faced. 
●​ Explain how immigration contributes to communities. 

Instructional Activities 

●​ Reading immigrant narratives 
●​ Map journeys 
●​ Class discussions 
●​ Personal reflection writing 

 

Unit 10: Fighting for a Cause 
Focus: Students read biographies of individuals who worked to improve society. 

TEKS: 2.6F, 2.8A, 2.9D, 2.13C 

Learning Objectives 

●​ Identify individuals who advocated for change. 
●​ Explain why people stand up for fairness. 
●​ Discuss how individuals can make a difference. 



Instructional Activities 

●​ Biography reading 
●​ Group discussions 
●​ Writing about influential leaders 
●​ Student presentations 

 

Unit 11: Flight and the Story of Aviation 
Focus: Students explore the history of aviation and technological innovation. 

TEKS: 2.6F, 2.9D, 2.10A, 2.13C 

Learning Objectives 

●​ Describe early aviation inventions. 
●​ Identify important aviation pioneers. 
●​ Explain how technology changes transportation. 

Instructional Activities 

●​ Informational reading about aviation 
●​ Aviation timeline 
●​ Paper airplane design activity 
●​ Informational summaries 

 

Assessment Methods 
Student progress will be evaluated through: 

●​ Bluebonnet unit assessments 
●​ Reading comprehension questions 
●​ Writing responses to texts 
●​ Teacher observations 
●​ Classroom discussions and projects 

 



Instructional Materials 
●​ Bluebonnet Reading Language Arts Teacher Guides 
●​ Student Activity Books 
●​ Anchor texts and read-aloud selections 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Vocabulary charts and classroom anchor charts 
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